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KNAPPE SUMMARY

"Pharmaceuticals in the Environment" is an issue receiving growing
attention. About 4000 medical compounds are being used in the
drugs applied today. It is estimated that worldwide consumption of
active compounds amounts to some 100 000 tons or more per year.
Consequently, there is a need to highlight the most important
questions and issues related to presence of pharmaceuticals in the
environment. What we ought to know to understand the
occurrence, the fate and the effects of pharmaceuticals in order to
set up environmental risk assessment?

By pulling together results of previous and on going EU projects and
published data from both governmental sources and scientific
f by involvi urers in supplying data on
production and usage of pharmaceuticals, KNAPPE project will carry
out the state of knowledge and put emphasis on questions
deserving attention such as:

« What is the list of most relevant pharmaceutical products
(PPs) for the aquatic i ? Which indic for
supporting environmental managers, health authorities?

+ What is the efficiency of urban and industrial sewage
treatment plants over a year? What is the fate and behaviour
of PPs in sewage treatment plants? If receiving waters are
used for potable water supplies, does the presence of these
compounds represent a potential hazard to human health?
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Web site maintenance
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